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FAM LY SPORTS CAR DELI GHTED RACI NG DRI VER

British people are generally known as masters of under-
statenent, tenpering their enthusiasmabout sonmething wth words

of faint praise indeed.

That's why the Swedi sh craftsnmen who nake Vol vo aut onobil es
were pleasantly startled with superlatives the late M ke Hawt horn

used when he road tested the 122S, four-door fam |y sports sedan.

Hawt horn, Worl d Chanpi on Racing Driver in 1958, slipped into

the seat with a throttl ebuster's attitude.

"A Swedish car, | said to nyself beforehand,” Haw horn wote
| ater. "Solid undoubtedly, worthy it is certain to be, and sturdily
unpretentious. Ni net een seconds and a quarter of a mle later,

was trying to get ny breath back."

Usi ng the direct approach, Hawthorn started the engine, threw

the car in gear, and stonped on the throttle.

(nmore)



"My takeoff was as fast and as vivid as a rocket burst," he
said, "l accelerated fromnuch bigger cars around ne with the
vigor of a man who discovers that the log he's sitting on has two
bl oodshot eyes and enornous teeth. | went on accelerating until

| was doing nore than 90 mles an hour."

Hawt horn found the Vol vo "absolutely stable” at that speed
and remarked that "it cornered happily and with no undue roll

The steering was |ight and reasonably positive."

"There can be precious few cars of its engine size nade
anywhere in the world with such performance,” he continued. "The
Vol vo is a sensation of a car and about as typical of its

background as a battleship called 'Buttercup'.”

Usi ng a ten-point nmaxi num scal e, Hawt horn's scorecard

| ooks this way:

Engi ne, 9 points. "I nmpressive, but made a song about it."
Steering, 9. "As qualmfree as a sumer sea."

Accel eration, 9. "Watch that throttle pedal:"

Suspension, 9. "Not too hard for rich and fragile aunts.”
Cornering, 10. "Al nost i npossible to overdo things."
Confort, 9. "Perfect in the front."

Fi nish, 10. "As splending as the M dnight Sun."

Cear change, 8. "As stiff as the noblest upper lip."
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