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Volvo 520 S

After the dated-looking PV cars, the 120 series (Amazon in its home
market) was a breath of fresh air. It not only looked good but

helped Volvo gain its reputation for producing cars with amazing

reliability and strength.

Produced by Volvo
Car Corporation,
Gothenburg, Sweden

VITAL STATISTICS

”...'overwhelming solidity.”

‘ i mph “The first thing that strikes you when you get into the Volvo is its very
14.9 sec. basic interior. It's comfortable though, with supportive seats and an air
L In-line four of overwhelming solidity. The dash includes
-i: 1,778 cc a horizontal speedometer, and the
= . long shifter looks like it belongs in a
e 2? Sb' 280 rpm truck. The four-cylinder engine isn’t
e+« very smooth but it pulls strong and will
at 3,500 rpm  Cruise at 90 mph with overdrive. There

2,380 bs.,
27 mpg
$2,630

is a fair amount of body roll through
turns, but its roadholding is good.”

The interior of the Amazon is spacious and
surprisingly comfortable.
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Volvo 120 S o

With handsome, full-width styling by Jan Wilsgaard, and continuing
Volvo's astounding reputation for reliability, the 120-series was
the car that really saw Volvo's sales take off here in the U.S.

Strong engine

Volvo gained a reputation for reliability with its
pushrod four-cylinder engines. This car has the
1.8-liter B18 engine with five main bearings.
Twin SU carburetors take power to 90 bhp.

High build quality

High standards in the Volvo factory
and the use of high-quality steel
have ensured that most Amazons
have stood the ravages of time
remarkably well. Many unrestored
cars are still in daily use.

All-coil springing |

Unlike many sedans of its era,
the Amazon is suspended with
coil springs and telescopic
shock absorbers.

Three body styles

Volvo offered the Amazon in three
body styles. There were two- or
four-door sedans and a five-door
station wagon. Also, there was

a handful of convertibles made

by various coachbuilders.
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Overdrive transmission

The four-speed manual transmission
is supplemented by an optional
Laycock de Normanwville overdrive
unit. Operating only in top gear, it

is activated by a column-mounted
shifter. Overdrive makes high-speed
cruising more relaxed. An automatic
transmission was optional from 1963.

Live rear axle

Like the PV series, the Volvo
Amazon uses a live rear axle. It
is extremely well located with
large torque arms and a hefty
Panhard rod.

BODY/CHASSIS

SPECIAL FEATURES
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UNDER THE SKIN
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THE POWER PACK

Strong four i 4 AT e
The first engine used in the Amazon \ T g =&/ construction
was the all-iron, pushrod 1.6-liter B16 4

unit with 60 bhp. A 1.8-liter version
arrived in 1961. This engine has a
stronger, five-bearing crankshaft than
the older, three-bearing unit. With twin
SU carburetors, power is increased to
115 bhp on the sporty 123GT. The 2.0-
liter version became available in 1968.
It produces up to 118 bhp and 123 Ib-ft.
In five-bearing form, it's a famously Five-bearing
crankshaft
strong engine and is easily capable
of exceeding 200,000 miles.

Gear-driven
crankshaft

Swift Swede

The most collectable of

the 120-series range is the
sporty 123GT. Its 1.8 liter
engine with a higher
compression ratio and twin
carburetors gives 115 bhp—
enough to propel it to
around 110 mph. About
2,500 were built between
1966 and 1968.

VALUE GUIDE
ORIGINAL PRICE
1965 $2,630
CURRENT VALUE
$2,000-$7,000
PRODUCTION TOTAL

All Amazon models 667,322 100 mph 14.9 sec.
=2 i e

108 mph 12.9 sec.

110 mph 13.4 sec.




